Treatment approaches for infected hemodialysis vascular catheters.
The focus of the review is to delineate protocols for catheter removal, catheter replacement and duration of therapy when a catheter-related infection occurs, and to demonstrate possible means of preventing such infections. The evidence supporting these views will be discussed in the light of our current practice. Cuffed tunneled hemodialysis catheters have evolved for wide use as both temporary and semi-permanent hemodialysis access. The primary barriers to long-term catheter use are catheter-related infection and catheter dysfunction. Catheter-related infection has emerged as the primary barrier to long-term catheter use. Under both circumstances, however, catheter replacement or some form of intervention is often needed. Because of this, catheters are often removed and replaced, but the duration of therapy and the timing of replacement of these catheters is not completely clear.